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JOINT SOMALIA / KENYA HUMANITARIAN APPEAL

From Central Organisation of Trade Unions of Kenya (COTU-Kenya) and Federation of
Somali Trade Unions (FESTU)

August 15, 2011

The Central Organisation of Trade Unions - Kenya (COTU-K) in conjunction with Federation of
Somali Trade Unions (FESTU) affirm the worst human devastation of the 21% century in Kenya
and Somalia exacerbated by drought, famine and conflict affecting workers and the general
populace in Eastern, Northern, North Eastern parts of Kenya and entire southern & central
regions of Somalia. It is a human tragedy of vast proportions and, now more than ever before,
much is needed in food and water assistance, shelter, medication and, as a prerequisite for all
protection. It is a situation requiring the scaling up of sustainable investments for both
immediate and medium-term interventions that will help all workers; notably farmers and their
families to protect their assets and continue to produce food.

According to COTU-Kenya and FESTU joint assessment it is revealed that as many as 12
million East Africans have been hit by drought and famine — with North-Eastern Kenya and
Somalia thought to be the worst hit — and are now in need of urgent help.

The Secretary General of COTU-Kenya and Chairperson of Eastern African Trade Union
Confederation Brother Francis Atwoli jointly with the Secretary General of FESTU Brother Omar
Faruk Osman noted that drought, famine and conflict-ridden North-Eastern Kenya and Somalia
is the worst humanitarian disaster in 21* century in the world after a mission sent to affected
regions of the two countries met refugees who endured unspeakable hardship to reach the
world's largest refugee camp; Dadaab in North Eastern Kenya.

Overwhelmed by the human crises, devastated bydrought, flood, famine, and
conflict and crushing poverty, the tragically besieged country of Somalia has drawn North-
Eastern Kenya into the crisis through sheer weight of numbers of refugees, plunging the entire
region into a full-blown human catastrophe of monstrous proportions. The repercussions of this
chaos and humanitarian disaster are no longer contained within its borders but have
emphatically escalated this calamity into an alarming international disaster.

This misery is beyond the capability of the affected countries, workers and their families to

resolve alone and we beseech the international community to recognize their responsibility to
address and provide assistance to alleviate this shameful devastation.
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A joint mission by COTU-K and FESTU visited Northern Eastern Kenya and south-western
regions of Somalia on 7" to 10" August 2011 to assess the intensity of the famine/drought
catastrophe and the findings were horrific.

Findings of the Mission

1) Mission visited Dadaab refugee camp in North-Eastern province of Kenya to south-western
regions of Somalia.

2) Dadaab refugee camp was declared by the UN as the largest refugee camp in the world. Its
capacity is 90,000 displaced people. But now there are more than 400,000 refugees. People are
sitting under the trees without water, without food, without shelter. Dadaab was declared full to
capacity by the UN in 2008, but people are still flocking the camp helplessly.

3) More than 70,000 Somali refugees arrived at Dadaab during June and July 2011, pushing
the overall population to 440,000. About 1,500 people continue to arrive daily, and many have
been settling spontaneously on the outskirts of Ifo, Dagahaley and Hagadera - the three camps
that make up the Dadaab complex.

4) People driven by the drought and famine are leaving from southern regions of Somalia,
namely, Middle Shabelle region, Lower Shabelle region, Upper Juba region, Lower Juba region,
Bay region, Bakool region and Gedo region towards Kenyan camps.

5) Most affected people are farmers and agriculture workers in south-western regions of
Somalia, where the vast majority of the population are reliant on primary production but without
protection, nor the ability to organise and invest in disaster mitigation measures.

6) Al-Shabaab Islamists have denied people access to water from the Shabelle and Juba
Rivers because they want to commercialise the water resource by selling to rich farm owners

7) Young farm workers are being tempted to take up guns and joining the Islamists Al-
Shabaab. Therefore they are forced to leave their workplaces

8) The situation is worsened by the Al-Shabaab blockade of humanitarian aid workers by
kidnapping or killing them or even asking them ransom money.

9) Al-Shabaab militias are raping the women on the road to refugee camps, looting food and
anything else of value to them

10) Health workers at Baidoa hospital have not received salaries for more than 8 months in
Baidoa town, 245km north-west of Mogadishu. There are more than 10,000 sick people in the
compound of Baidoa hospital with no medicine and health care in the hospital.

11) Pirates are making use of this dreadful situation by buying farms from desperate farm
owners and giving some money to Al-Shabaab to allow them to own the farms.

12) The mission met a refugee Mother of 5 children who came in Dadaab camp with 1 child
after the other four (4) died on the way to the camp.

13) A farm worker from Dinsoor district of Bay region in south western region, a father of 12
children, decided to leave Dinsoor after his wife died for malnutrition to Dadaab camp. On the
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way to Somali-Kenya border, 6 of his children died due to lack of food and water. But when he
reached Somali-Kenya border he was informed of his mother's death in Dinsoor and he had to
go back with his children to bury his mother. While going back his four children died and so left
with only two children.

Urgent Appeal

With the deteriorating situation in the affected regions of Kenya and Somalia, COTU-K and
FESTU call on the international trade union movement to stand in solidarity with the peoples of
Somalia and Kenya. FESTU and COTU-K urge the workers and affiliates of the International
Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) who are appalled by the horrendous situation to respond to
the actions of solidarity with the workers and the people who have been battered by droughts,
famine and conflict.

We strongly appeal to our cooperating partners to contribute financial and material support to
alleviate the suffering of the affected populations and provide immediate increased humanitarian
support to the victims of the drought in the affected regions. Any assistance and support can be
channelled through the following account details:

Name of the Account: COTU (K) WSF PROJECT
Bank: Kenya Commercial Bank (KCB)
Branch: Moi Avenue, Nairobi

Account No. 1107122279

SWIFT CODE: KCBLKENX017

Branch Code: 01100

For more information, please contact:

Brother Francis Atwoli, MBS

Secretary General

Central Organization of Trade Unions, COTU () .
NAIROBI

Telephone No. +254 020 6762695

Email: info@cotu-kenya org

Brother Faruk Omar
Feédération of Somalia Trade Unions, FESTU

Email:festu somalia@gmail.com
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