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SOLIDARITY STATEMENT 

Social Dialogue Is Essential for Tunisia’s Future 
 
On the 69th anniversary of the proclamation of the Tunisian Republic, the African Regional 
Organisation of the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC-Africa, www.ituc-africa.org 
) extends its solidarity to the Tunisian General Labour Union (UGTT), Tunisian workers and 
the people of Tunisia. 
 
We salute the UGTT and Tunisian workers for remaining a courageous and constructive voice 
for freedom, justice and meaningful change. Their continued readiness to contribute ideas and 
solutions reflects the important role of trade unions in national development. 
 
ITUC-Africa shares the UGTT’s concern over the worsening economic and social conditions 
in Tunisia. Rising living costs, declining purchasing power, unemployment and the 
deterioration of essential public services are placing an increasingly heavy burden on workers 
and their families. Workers and public employees must not be blamed for policy choices they 
did not make.  
 
WE are excited that the UGTT has reiterated its commitment to be part of the solution to the 
crisis in Tunisia, including readiness to work with all stakeholders in the Tunisian state, 
especially the government, civil society organisations and other progressive allies. 
Independent trade unions are not adversaries of the State. They are democratic institutions 
and indispensable partners in building fair, stable and inclusive societies. This resolve by the 
UGTT is the right way to go, and we commend this resolve and stand ready to support it in this 
effort. 
 
ITUC-Africa calls upon the Tunisian authorities to engage the UGTT and other national 
stakeholders in genuine and good-faith dialogue. Tunisia’s challenges require openness to 
different ideas, shared responsibility and practical solutions that protect workers’ rights, 
strengthen public services and restore public confidence. 
 
We encourage the UGTT and Tunisian workers to remain steadfast in their defence of freedom, 
social justice, decent work and democratic participation. ITUC-Africa stands firmly with them 
in this struggle. 
 
Long live the solidarity of African workers. 
 

Issued in Lome, Togo on 27th July 2026. 
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