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ITUC-Africa Statement on World Day for Decent Work 2024: "Workers call for
economic decolonisation, Peace and Democracy".

With our 18 million workers across the continent, we join our people, communities, unions, and
progressive civil society organisations in solidarity as they continue mobilising worldwide on
this year's World Day for Decent Work to echo our urgent and loud call for peace and
democracy!

In a world still grappling with maddening and avoidable armed conflicts, Political Instability,
state and institution capture, growing autocracy, fascism, growing economic inequality,
growing and grinding poverty, and climate crises, our call emphasises the urgency of the times.
It accentuates that social justice cannot exist without peace and democracy.

Across Africa, millions of workers remain resilient and defiant in the face of the harsh reality of
exploitation, unsafe working conditions, and limited access to social protections. Political
instability and conflict threaten livelihoods, and in the absence of strong democratic structures,
many workers are stripped of their rights to collective bargaining, unionisation, and
participation in socio-economic development.

Notably, African workers are reaffirming their resolve to continue to struggle for economic
decolonisation of Africa as a means of and path to real, inclusive and shared development.

Despite the rift of corruption manifesting in lllicit Financial Flows (IFFs), assets stripping and
looting, and rules-bending for gratification as glaring impediments against democracy
delivering for everyone, African workers and people are faced with embracing despair and
hopelessness but opt to embrace hope and change. African workers are determined to
continue their struggle to free civil and democratic spaces shackled by some governments
driven by state paranoia.

Peace is a prerequisite for social justice, as it ensures a climate of stability necessary for
implementing economic and social reforms that promote inclusion. Therefore, we use this
occasion of the World Day for Decent Work (WDDW) to call on African and world leaders to
push for and achieve cease-fires and halt hostilities anywhere and everywhere. We must
silence the guns through dialogue and negotiations and reach compromises for peace now!

We believe that peace and democracy are at the heart of shared development and social
justice. They are the indispensable foundations for building equitable, inclusive, and stable
societies. Without these two pillars, the quest for social justice, which aims to guarantee equal
rights, a fair distribution of resources, and dignity for all, is compromised.

Therefore, as we embraced and partook in the struggle to achieve rout colonialism and defeat
apartheid in South Africa, we remain focused on advancing the unfinished decolonisation
struggle. Our decolonisation struggle will be complete once our continent successfully
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achieves economic decolonisation. Our resolve to continue to work, press, and advocate for
the true emancipation of our continent is a just and democratic right that will remain loud and
relentless. We shall remain champions for peace, democracy and social justice.

We shall also continue working with our governments, employers, and other stakeholders to
rein in unemployment and poverty, which trigger, exacerbate, and sustain conflicts. We will
scale up our advocacy for skills development for young people to increase their employability,
push for social protection provisions, and national minimum wage development and application
without discrimination and exclusion of any category of workers. Equally, we shall sustain our
call for the presence and practice of the rule of law ensure a good democratic culture and
justice without pandering to scared cows' flaws.

Finally, ITUC-Africa reaffirms its call for the selection of the African Union's new Chairperson
and Commissioners, who should focus on demonstrated competency, alignment with the
values of social justice, and a solid commitment to advancing peace, democracy, and the rights
and welfare of African workers.

Amka Afrika!
Viva african Workers!

Akhator Joel Odigie

General Secretary, ITUC-Africa
October 7", 2024

Lome —Togo.
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